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REE: PORT AU PRINCE 2484 

1. SUMMARY: FOUR HAITIAN FISHERMEN SAILED INTO GUANTANAMO 
BAY NAVAL BASE ON JULY 7, 1977. AN EMBASSY CONSULAR OFFICER 
SPOKE WITH THE MEN FOR APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS ON JULY 12, 

AFTER WHICH THEY AGREED TO RETURN TO HAITI. THEY CLAIMED 
NO POLITICAL PROBLEMS IN THEIR HOMELAND AND STATED THAT 
THEIR FLIGHT WAS ECONOMICALLY MOTIVATED. THEY WERE AIR- 
LIFTED TO HAITI ON A GUANTANAMO/PORT AU PRINCE SUPPORT 
FLIGHT ARRIVING 4:30 P.M., JULY 12. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON JULY 7 AT APPROXIMATELY 7:30 P.M., A 16-FOOT 
HOMEMADE HAITIAN SAILBOAT WITH FOUR-MAN CREW ARRIVED BY 
CHANCE IN THE HARBOR OF GUANTANAMO NAVAL BASE AFTER A 
6-DAY SEA VOYAGE. THE FOUR HAITIANS IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES AS: 

TI SON LIONEL DESIR, BORN 1952 

EMMANUEL DORTUS, BORN 1952 
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MILORD DESIR, BORN 1942 
LUMAH JOSEPH, BORN 1959 

THEY WERE KEPT IN A SECLUDED AREA OF THE BASE PENDING ARRIVAL 
OF THE EMBASSY CONSULAR OFFICER TO SPEAK TO THEM IN CREOLE. 

3. COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE MEN AND THE CONSULAR OFFICER WAS 
GOOD. ALL FOUR ARE NATIVES OF HAITI AND WERE BORN IN THE ANSE 
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D'HAINAULT REGION OF THE SOUTHERN ARM. 

4. THEY OUTLINED TO OFFICER ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES IN THEIR 
HOMELAND. THEY COMPLAINED OF DROUGHT, BAD CROPS AND LACK OF 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES, ALL VERY REAL PROBLEMS FOR THAT AREA. 
NONE HAD ANY EDUCATION WHATSOEVER AND ONLY ONE MAN, LUMAH 
JOSEPH, COULD SIGN HIS MANE. NONE KNEW THEIR DATE OF BIRTH. 

THEY CLAIMED THAT THEY HAD NO FIXED DESTINATION, BUT JUST KNEW 
THEY HAD TO GO SOMEWHERE MORE PROSPEROUS. 

5. CONSULAR OFFICER ASKED WHAT PROBLEMS THEY WOULD FACE UPON 
RETURN TO HAITI. THEY CLAIMED THEIR SOLE PROBLEM IN RETURNING 
WOULD BE ECONOMIC. THEY WERE ASKED IF THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
ANGRY WITH THEM, OR OTHERWISE HARM THEM UPON THEIR ARRIVAL. 
THEY STATED THAT THE PRESIDENT, JEAN-CLAUDE DUVALIER, WAS A 
TRUE FRIEND OF THE OPPRESSED AND WOULD HELP THEM IF HE ONLY 
KNEW OF THEIR PLIGHT. IT WAS THE LARGE LANDOWNERS WHO WERE THE 
PROBLEM, THEY STATED. THEY DID NOT INTIMATE ANY POTENTIAL 
POLITICAL ASYLUM CLAIM ALTHOUGH GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO. 

6. UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY GOVERNING CUBA- 
GUANTANAMO RELATIONS, THAT BASE IS NOT PERMITTED TO ALLOW 
TRANSIT THROUGH THE BASE FOR ANY BUT ASSIGNED MILITARY. 
PERSONNEL. THUS, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPROPER TO HAVE SENT 
THEM ON THEIR WAY IN THEIR ORIGINAL BOAT, ASSUMING IT TO BE 
SEAWORTHY, WHICH IS WAS NOT. THEY THEREFORE HAD TO BE 
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RETURNED TO HAITI, BARRING EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES. 

7. WHEN INFORMED OF THIS, THEY COMPLIED, WITH RESIGNATION, 

STATING THAT THEY WERE AT THE BASE'S DISPOSAL. THEY 

BOARDED THE SUPPORT FLIGHT FROM GUANTANAMO WITHOUT INCIDENT 
OR COMPLAINT AND WERE TURNED OVER TO HAITIAN AUTHORITIES 
FOR REENTRY PROCESSING AT THE AIRPORT. THERE DID NOT APPEAR 
TO BE A PROBLEM WITH THE POLICE AND EMBASSY DOES NOT EXPECT 
ANY REPERCUSSIONS FROM THIS INCIDENT. 

8. THE FOUR MEN STATED THAT THEY HAD BEEN TREATED VERY WELL 
AT THE BASE AND WERE THANKFUL FOR THE NEW SET OF HOSPITAL 
BLUES THEY WERE ISSUED. THE NAVAL BASE PLANS TO RETURN THE 
HAITIAN'S BOAT TO THEM ON THE NEXT MILITARY SHIP VISITING 
PORT AU PRINCE. 
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